The use of magnetic resonance imaging in the diagnosis of postoperative lumbar conditions.
Magnetic resonance imaging is a new diagnostic procedure which may be applied to diseases of the lumbar spine and its contents. The technique is non-invasive and does not use ionizing radiation; it also has better contrast resolution than do other methods that are available. This article explores the application of the technique to postoperative conditions of the lumbar spine in relation to problems such as discitis, residual disc material, fibrosis, the size of the surrounding fatty tissue, and the shape of the neural contents.